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EMERGENCY SUPPORT FUNCTIONS

There are four subsections that makes up the Emergency Support Function for the EOP format, and they are 1) Basic Plan 2) Emergency Support Function Annexes 3) Support Annexes, and 4) Hazard, Threat, or Incident-Specific Annexes

Basic Plan

The Basic Plan is primarily an overview of the jurisdiction's emergency response organization and policies.  Two of the biggest sections within the basic plan include subsections, and they are the (a) Introductory Material section, and the (b) Purpose, Scope, Situation Overview, and Planning Assumptions section.  Other components include the Concept of Operations (CONOPS).  According to the Comprehensive Preparedness Guide (2010), “The CONOPS should briefly address direction and control, alert and warning, and continuity matters that may be dealt with more fully in annexes” (FEMA, 2010, p. 41).  

Emergency Support Function Annexes

Emergency Support Function Annexes as it relates to the Emergency Support Function (ESF) EOP Format are 15 separate plans that are organized around a specific performance of a much broader task.  Each separate annex is designed to focus on one of the critical emergency functions that a jurisdiction will perform in response to an emergency or disaster.  For example, the tragic and horrific events of 9-11 at the Pentagon could have incorporated the following (but not limited to) ESF’s: ESF #4: Firefighting, ESF #5 Emergency Management, and ESF # 9 Search and Rescue, just to name a few.  

Support Annexes

Support Annexes as defined by the FEMA Support Annexes: Introduction (2008) is:
The Support Annexes describe how Federal departments and agencies; State, tribal, and local entities; the private sector; volunteer organizations; and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) coordinate and execute the common functional processes and administrative requirements necessary to ensure efficient and effective incident management. During an incident, numerous procedures and administrative functions are required to support incident management (p.1)

Hazard, Threat, or Incident-Specific Annexes

The Comprehensive Preparedness Guide (2010) summarizes the contents of hazard-, threat-, or incident-specific annexes as being a specific focus of a special planning need for a particular threat or hazard for a specific area or region. For example, a specific support function annex for a jurisdiction in an area such as certain parts of California (which are prone to mud slides) may not be included in a support function in a jurisdiction in let’s say Michigan, where the threat for a mud slide is non existing (FEMA, 2010, p. 41).   
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